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Activity 1: Anticipatory Exercise 

TASK: Make predictions about the topic before the workshop. Did they hold true 

after the workshop? 

Before Workshop MUSIC IN THE CONTEXT OF 

JUNIOR CYCLE REFORM 

After Workshop 

Agree Disagree Don’t 
know 

Statement 
Agree Disagree Don’t 

know 

   
Strand 1 is to be taught in first year, strand 2 in 

second year and strand 3 in third year.  

   

   
The key skills will be embedded in the learning 

outcomes 

   

   
The 36 learning outcomes will support learning 

across the three years 

   

   
The three elements are isolated learning 

experiences throughout the three years 

   

   
Students will not do any compositional portfolio 

work in year three 

   

   
Music will be examined at Common Level.  

   

   
Students must choose between solo and group 

performance in the Practical Examination 

   

   
Students must complete two Classroom-Based 
Assessments, an Assessment Task, a Practical 

Examination and a Written Examination.  

   

   
The specification supports the integrated use of 

technology as a learning and teaching tool  

   

 

Please note: This is an exercise to be used at CPD courses and is NOT an information leaflet 

on Junior Cycle Music. 
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Activity 3: The Value of Music Education  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Log onto www.todaysmeet.com/________________ 

• Enter a Nickname and press JOIN 

• Add your comments and click SAY 
 

TASK: Compile one or two statements as to the value of music being offered in 

your school. 

  Statement 1         Statement 2 

 

 

 

 

 

‘‘Music is a moral law. Musical training is a more 

potent instrument than any other, because rhythm 

and harmony find their way into the inward places of 

the soul’’                   PLATO 

 

‘’’Music enhances the 

education of our children 

by helping them to make 

connections and 

broadening the depth 

with which they think and 

feel. If we are to hope for 

a society of culturally 

literate people, music 

must be a vital part of our 

children's education.’’    

Yo-Yo Ma 

’Creativity is about connecting 

things. It is in Apple’s DNA that 

technology alone is not enough—

it’s technology married with 

liberal arts, married with the 

humanities, that yields us the 

results that make our heart sing. 

The broader one’s understanding 

of the human experience, the 

better design we will have.” 

 

Steve Jobs 

 

“One activity is scientifically 

proven to improve cognitive 

function, help memory 

systems to work, help us to 

learn language, help to 

moderate our emotional 

state, help us to solve 

complex problems and help 

our brains to be healthier 

into later life? That activity 

is Music Education” 

Anita Collins 

“To me the sole hope of human salvation lies 

in teaching.” 

George Bernard Shaw  

Music Specification: AIM 
‘contribute to the development of artistic awareness 

and understanding, self-expression, self-esteem, 

imagination and multicultural sensitivity, and therefore, 

to the development of the whole person’ 

 
… Music Specification, p.7 
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Activity 4: Statements of Learning  

TASK: Read through the six statements specifically related to Music. 

 Pick one or two and say where can you find evidence of these 

 Statements of Learning in your music classroom? 

     SOL 3    SOL 4    SOL 8 

 

 
 

 
     SOL 16    SOL 23   SOL 24 

 

 

 

SOL 4 SOL 4 SOL 4 

SOL 4 SOL 4 SOL 4 
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Activity 6: Junior Cycle Framework  

TASK: Demonstrate your understanding of the Framework for junior cycle by 

 filling in one point of information in each of the boxes below 

       

 8 Principles               24 Statements of Learning       8 Key Skills 

 

   

 Curricular Wellbeing                  Wellbeing in the overall context 

 
 

 
 

      L2LPs                Short Courses                OALs 

 

 

   

  Assessment                     Reporting 

  
 

 

SOL 4 SOL 4 SOL 4 

SOL 4 SOL 4 

SOL 4 

 

 

 

SOL 4 

 

 
SOL 4 
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Activity 5: Wellbeing Indicators 

TASK: Find where these Wellbeing Indicators might be activated in the music 

 classroom 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The provision of individual 

professional time for teachers 

reflects the commitment under 

the Framework for Junior Cycle 

2015 to provide such support to 

allow teachers engage in 

professional collaborative 

activities to support teaching, 

learning and assessment’ 
            …Circular 0015/2017, p.24 

‘an inclusive group of people, motivated by a shared learning vision, who 

support and work with each other, finding ways inside and outside their 

immediate community, to enquire into their own practice and together 

learn new and better approaches that will enhance all pupils’ learning’  
                                                                   …Professional Learning Communities, Stoll, 2006, p.6 
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Professional Time 

Suggested use of professional time   

 

Professional time for teachers – non-student contact time in which teachers will participate 

in a range of professional and collaborative activities to support the implementation of 

Junior Cycle. This time will facilitate teachers to potentially engage in activities in the 

following areas: 

 

• Whole-school professional activities to support the Junior Cycle 

• Individual teacher and subject department professional activities, including activities 

related to formative assessment, feedback, reporting and inputs being compiled for 

the JCPA 

• Attendance at Subject Learning and Assessment Review meetings 

• Preparation for, and overseeing the outcomes of Subject Learning and Assessment 

Review meetings 

 

This document contains a list of suggestions for how teachers of Music could use their 

allocated 22 hours of professional time from 2017/2018 onward. The suggestions 

encompass opportunities for professional activities for an individual teacher and/or for a 

subject department and is not exhaustive.  

It is up to each school, subject department and teacher to arrange the 22 hours of 

professional time in a way that works for them with school management.  

 

Whole-school professional activities to support the Junior Cycle 

• Whole school interrogation of The Framework for Junior Cycle 2015 

• Whole school discussions and meetings on the implications of the Framework on 

teaching, learning and assessment practice 
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Suggestions for how to use professional time individually, 

collaboratively & at music department level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

         

 

 

Professional 
Time 

2017-18

Individually

Engage with the subject specification for Junior Cycle Music by 
becoming familiar with the three strands, three elements and the 
36 learning outcomes which can be found in the music 
specification on www.curriculumonline.ie   

Explore the learning outcomes and make connections in the 
learning across the three strands.   

Consider how you might make this learning visible when 
designing your first year plans for September 2018. 

Begin to gather or create resources that will support student 
learning in Junior Cycle Music

Collaboratively 

Unpack the Learning Outcomes and consider how you might 
gather and capture evidence of this learning 

Revisit the CPD days and resource material on www.jct.ie 

Connect with other music teachers in your area

Music Department Level 

Set norms outlining how you intend to work together

Create a vision for your music department

Work together to decide the groupings of the Learning 
Outcomes for your first year group.  

Decide together how you are going to gather evidence of this 
learning

Share resources 

Reflect on how effective the learning was in the class and share 
the results with your colleagues 

 

 

 

Any other suggestions for how you might use this professional time 

in your school context: 
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Activity 10: Getting inside our music specification 

TASK: Deal the Learning Outcomes cards so each member of the group has at 

least two in their hand. Consider the learning in each of the cards and using 

the placemat on the table, connect the Learning Outcome to the relevant 

element. 

 
 

Activity 13: Connecting with the strands 

TASK: Consider what learning might be new in each of these strands? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
   
   

 
Procedural 

Knowledge 
Culture & 

Context 

Innovate & 

Ideate 
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EXPLORE THE LANGUAGE    
Music Specification 
Reference Guide  
TASK: THINK / PAIR / SHARE 
 Take a moment to refer to the guide below. Choose one term you are
 familiar with and one you are not. Discuss in pairs and then share with
 the group. 
 

 Key Terms  
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Activity 15: Unpacking a Learning Outcome  

 

 

 

 

The Learning is at the centre of every Learning Outcome. 

  

   

 

  

TASK: Identify the learning in this Learning Outcome for a first-year 

class. 

We are learning to……… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The knowledge, skills and values are what we will build up over the 

three years of the learning experience. 

TASK: Consider what the Knowledge, Skills and Values might look 

like for our first years at this point of their learning journey. 

 

 

‘A Learning outcome describes the Knowledge, Skills and Values 
students should be able to demonstrate having studied            

music in junior cycle’ 

 Music Specification, Pg. 18 

 

Knowledge 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

Values 

 

 

 

 

 

2.7 create and present some musical ideas using 

instruments and/or found sounds to illustrate moods or 

feelings in a poem, story or newspaper article 
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Activity 16: The Creative Process  

TASK: What connections to your classroom practice might you take 

   from Hans Zimmer? 
 

 

 

 

Activity 17: The Learning Journey  

 

 

Composition Portfolio: ______________________________ 

Programme Note: __________________________________ 

Practical Examination: ______________________________ 

Final Examination: _________________________________ 

 

Pick 2 – 3 points here 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Digital Technologies – Software utilised today include 

• Mentimeter.com 

• Todaysmeet.com 

• Postit App 

• Plickers.com 

• Videoscribe 

• Rawshorts 

• iMovie 

• Audacity 

• Musescore 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact details 

Administrative Office:    Director’s Office: 
Monaghan Ed. Centre,    LMETB, 
Armagh Road,      Chapel Street, 
Monaghan.      Dundalk 
www.metc.ie  

      

For all queries please contact  info@jct.ie 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@JCforTeachers    www.jct.ie 

       www.ncca.ie 

       www.curriculumonline.ie 

 

mailto:info@jct.ie
http://www.jct.ie/
http://www.ncca.ie/
http://www.curriculumonline.ie/

