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Activity 1: Consider the following statements and tick 

whether you agree or disagree with each one 

  

 

KEY DOCUMENTS 

 

 
 

 

 Teaching, Learning & Assessment in Music  
 

Agree Statement Disagree 

 Teach the thing before the sign (Sound before Symbol) 
 

 Leave out all exceptions and anomalies until the general rule is understood 
 

 
Proceed from the known to the unknown 

 

 Let each lesson, as far as possible, rise out of that which goes before, and 
lead up to that which follows 

 

 Call in the understanding to help the skill at every step 
 

 Let the first impression be a correct one; leave no room for misunderstanding 
 

 
Never tell a pupil anything that you can help him to discover for himself 

 

 Let the pupil, as soon as possible, derive some pleasure from his knowledge. 
Interest can only be kept up by a sense of growth in independent power 
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PLANNING FOR LEARNING USING THE SPECIFICATION 

Across the 3 Interconnected Strands  

 

Through the 3 Integrated Elements 

 



5 
 

OVERVIEW of PLANNING FOR LEARNING 
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PLANNING FOR LEARNING: DEPARTMENTAL LEVEL 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2: Learning Outcomes in Focus 

Identify the parts of the Learning Outcomes which  
informed the learning in this learning experience 

 

 

 

 

Hallelujah! 

♪Develop an understanding of effective planning 

at departmental and individual levels 

Learning Intention: Working together today, we will … 

1 

3 

2 

4 

5 
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Learning Activities that students will participate in                   

to realise the intended learning   

 

 

       

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES IN FOCUS 
 

 

The learning  

that students will be able to 

demonstrate at the end of  

this unit. 

INTENDED LEARNING – WHAT is the learning? 

RESOURCES REFLECTION 
 

 Pieces of music, exercises, 

instrument, technology, software 

etc., 

Did the learning take place?         
What worked well?                               

The challenges?                                       
The opportunities? 

  

 

What Unit of Learning will the 
students engage with next?   

 

  The list of linked Learning 

Outcomes taken from the 

Learning Outcomes Organiser. 

Identify the parts of these 

learning outcomes that will form 

the learning in this unit.  

 

 

 

 The opportunities we give students to demonstrate what they○ 

know, understand and are able to do                                                             

with the intended learning. 
 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES – HOW will this learning take place? 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING – How do I KNOW the learning has taken place? 

Elements: Action Verbs: 

UNIT OF LEARNING – Subject Department conversation        SAMPLE PLANNING TEMPLATE 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES IN FOCUS 

 
 

  

INTENDED LEARNING – WHAT is the learning? 

 

RESOURCES 

 

REFLECTION 

 
 

  
  

  

 

What Unit of Learning will the 
students engage with next?   
 

UNIT OF LEARNING – Subject Department conversation        SAMPLE PLANNING TEMPLATE 

 

1.5 read, interpret and play from symbolic representations of sounds           
1.6 listen to and transcribe rhythmic phrases of up to four bars and 
melodic phrases of up to two bars                                                                                         
1.7 perform music at sight through playing, singing or clapping melodic 
and rhythmic phrases                                                                                                       
1.9 demonstrate an understanding of a range of metres and pulses 
through the use of body percussion or other means of movement                                   
2.3 adapt excerpts/motifs/themes from an existing piece of music by 
changing its feel, style, or underlying harmony                                                      
2.4 rehearse and present a song or brief instrumental piece; identify 
and discuss the performance skills and techniques that were necessary 
to interpret the music effectively                                                                                 
3.3 make a study of a particular contemporary or historical musical 
style; analyse its structures and use of musical devices, and describe the 
influence of other styles on it                                                                                                      
3.4 compose and perform an original jingle or brief piece of music for 
use in a new advertisement for a product, and record the composition 

   

 

 

 

  
 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES – HOW will this learning take place? 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING – How do I KNOW the learning has taken place? 

 

Elements: Action Verbs: 
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PLANNING FOR LEARNING: INDIVIDUAL TEACHER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

• Focus on the learning not the doing 

• Always be linked to the intended learning 

• Be written in student-friendly language 

• Be SMART 

• Focus on what the students will have learned by the 
end of the lesson 

• Be broad enough so that they do not limit the wide 
range of learning experiences 

Learning Intentions will… 

SPECIFIC 
 

MEASURABLE 
 

ACHIEVABLE 
 

REALISTIC                            

                     

TIMED 

We are learning to … 

• Develop and change the feel of an existing piece of music  

• Play something we hear 

• Write, read and perform a variety of rhythms and melody  

• Recognise and use patterns in our music 

• Work together to rehearse and present a piece of music  

• Develop the performing skills necessary to interpret my music 

• Identify features associated with a style of music, develop an 
awareness and an appreciation of music from the past and the present 

• Use appropriate vocabulary to present our opinion and discuss our 
work 

• Input music data and Use the record and playback function in our DLT 

 

Possible Learning Intentions are… 

Learning Intentions Defintion 

 

‘A learning intention for a lesson or series of lessons is a 

statement, created by the teacher, that describes clearly 

what the teacher wants the student to know, 

understand, and be able to do as a result of the learning 

and teaching activities.’ 
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PLANNING FOR LEARNING: INDIVIDUAL TEACHER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 3: Create TWO possible Success Criteria for our 

Hallelujah Learning experience. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Success Criteria will… 

• Always link to the learning intentions 

• Be Specific to an activity 

• Be co-created with the students 

• Scaffold the learning during the activity 

• Form a basis for feedback, peer and self-assessment 

 

I can … 

I can … 
 

Success Criteria Definition 

 

‘Success criteria are linked to learning intentions. They 

are developed by the teacher and/or the student and 

describe what success looks like. They help the teacher 

and student to make judgements about the quality of 

student learning.’ 
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT IN OUR MUSIC CLASSROOM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 4: Answer the following questions 

 

 

 

 

 

Effective Questioning is designed to 

• Identify the present level of understanding 
• Extend and deepen learning 
• Inform future planning 
 

Effective Questioning involves:  

…asking better questions 
• Ask fewer questions 
• Ask more ‘open’ questions 
• Differentiated questions 
• Sequence questions 
• Prepare Key questions 

• …asking question in a way 
• Learner explains and justifies answer 
• Involve the whole class 
• Think, Pair, Share 
• Provide think time 
• ‘No Hands Up’ 

• Student’s become aware of the learning intentions and success criteria 

• Involves goal setting, monitoring, reflecting and feedback on progress 

• Supports students’ ownership and responsibility for learning 

• Occurs throughout the learning process from the outset to the summative 

moments 

• Gathered in many different ways, portfolios, observations, tasks 

• Emphasizes strengths, identifies challenges and points to next steps 

• Enables teachers to adjust their teaching to keep students on track 

Assessment Conversation 

• Give an example of how you use formative assessment in 
your music classroom? 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 

• In what way does this support student learning? 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
• How does it differ from summative assessment? 

________________________________________________ 
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EFFECTIVE QUESTIONING IN THE MUSIC CLASSROOM 

These questions are NOT exhaustive or prescriptive 
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Activity 5: Consider the last first year music class you taught 

and answer the following questions… 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 6: Consolidate our understanding of the importance of 

Formative Assessment to support learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 
 

TRANSLATING THE CLASSROOM-BASED ASSESSMENTS 

INTO PRACTICE 

Classroom-Based Assessment 1: Composition Portfolio 

Celebrate achievements as creators of music 

Bring idea from concept to realisation 

Take risks, explore new opportunities 

Reflect on the creative process 

Two pieces from their portfolio will be selected 

Any musical style/genre, instrument or voice and solo and/or group 
performance 

Presented written, digital, visual or audio 

Student reflection  

Preparing Students/Making Choices/Questions for students to consider: 

Who is the intended audience? 

What kind of notation/sound symbols will be most suitable? 

What instruments of voices will best suit? 

What style/genre will best match? 

Will the composition focus on melodic, harmonic or rhythmic elements? 

What structural approach is most suitable? 

What kind of processing effects, or vocal effects could be added? 

Activity 7: Share your thoughts… 

CBA1: Composition Portfolio 
Opportunities Challenges 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES IN FOCUS 

Activity 8:  Underline the learning from these Learning 

Outcomes that can be heard in this composition 
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CBA 1: COMPOSITION PORTFOLIO: Features of Quality 

Activity 9:  Create effective feedback for this composition 

using aspects of the features of quality for CBA1 
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Classroom-Based Assessment 2: Programme Note 

Inform an audience on the content of their upcoming performance in the 

(Practical Examination) 

Illuminate the content of their performance 

Background information on the composer or songwriter 

Musical context 

Aural Signposts 

Flexibility in structure 

Student’s role in a group performance 

Activity 10: Consider the practical performance of our 
student guitarist and answer the following questions 

Who is the composer/songwriter of this piece? _____________________ 

Why did they write this music? __________________________________ 

What type of instrumental or vocal piece is this? ____________________ 

Who are some famous exponents of this type of traditional or folk music? 

____________________________________________________________ 

What was happening in the composer’s country at the time of this 

composition? ________________________________________________ 

Is this piece typical of the time it was written or collected in? __________ 

Was is the most interesting moment in this piece for me? _____________ 

What do I want the attention of the listener to be guided towards? 

____________________________________________________________ 

What is or where is my favourite section of this piece? _______________ 
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CBA2: PROGRAMME NOTE: Features of Quality 

Activity 11:  What aspects of the features of quality could 

scaffold effective feedback? 
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FINDING THE MUSIC IN OUR LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.6 associate/match music excerpts to a variety of texts (words, film, 

language) and justify the reasons as to why this piece of music was 

chosen to match the text 
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PLANNING USING THE ACTION VERBS 

‘Each action verb is described in terms of what the learner 

should be able to do once they have achieved                           

the learning outcome’ 

Music Specification, p.25 

Activity 12: Action Verbs 

Action 
Verb 

Action Verb 
Definition 

Learning Outcome 

Refine 

To improve by 
inserting finer 
distinctions or 

musical elements 

2.5 prepare and rehearse a musical work 
for an ensemble focusing on co-operation 
and listening for balance and intonation; 

refine the interpretation by considering 
elements such as clarity, fluency, musical 

effect and style 

Distinguish 

Make the differences 
between two or 

more concepts or 
items clear 

2.9 distinguish between the sonorities, 
ranges and timbres of selections of 

instruments and voices; identify how these 
sounds are produced and propose their 

strengths and limitations in performance 

 

Activity 13:  

How might the learning for one or both of these action verbs be 

exemplified in your music classroom? 
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ACCESSING AND SHARING MUSIC ONLINE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Spotify 
Spotify is a music streaming service where users can 
create, edit, and share playlists and tracks on social 
media, and make playlists with other users.  
Spotify provides access to more than 35 million songs. As 
of July 2018, it had 180 million monthly active users, 
including 83 million paying subscribers. 
Unlike physical or download sales, which pay artists a 
fixed price per song or album sold, Spotify 
pays royalties based on the number of artists' streams 
(songs played). 
  

SoundCloud 

SoundCloud is an online audio distribution platform 
and music sharing website that enables its users to 
upload, promote, and share audio. It was originally 
intended to allow musicians to collaborate by facilitating 
the sharing and discussion of recordings, but later 
transformed into a publishing tool for music distribution. 

  

YouTube 

YouTube is a video-sharing website created in February 
2005. YouTube allows users to upload, view, rate, share, 
add to favourites, report, comment on videos, 
and subscribe to other users. As of February 2017, there 
are one billion hours of content being watched on 
YouTube every day and as of August 2018, the website is 
ranked as the second-most popular site in the world. 
  

 

MuseScore 

MuseScore is a free scorewriter comparable  
to Finale and Sibelius, supporting a wide variety of file 
formats and input methods. It is free and open-
source software. The MuseScore Connect feature allows 
MuseScore users to publish and share their music online 
through MuseScore.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_on-demand_streaming_music_services
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_download
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royalties
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_sharing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Video_hosting_service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Video
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_most-subscribed_YouTube_channels
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scorewriter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finale_(software)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sibelius_(software)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_and_open-source_software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_and_open-source_software
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FINDING THE MUSIC IN OUR LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Activity 13:  
What learning outcome from our Innovate and Ideate strand is 
evidenced here?  ______________________________ 

Activity 13:  

What is the learning at the heart of this learning outcome? 

 

 

    
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

1.13 compare different interpretations or arrangements of a piece of 
Irish traditional or folk music, paying attention to musical elements 

and other influences 
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Activities continued: Link the Learning from the following 

learning outcome across the 3 interconnected strands to start 

compiling new units of learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.6 associate/match music 

excerpts to a variety of 

texts (words, film, 

language) and justify the 

reasons as to why this 

piece of music was chosen 

to match the text 
 

 

Link the Learning 

2.5 prepare and rehearse a 

musical work for an 

ensemble focusing on co-

operation and listening for 

balance and intonation; 

refine the interpretation by 

considering elements such 

as clarity, fluency, musical 

effect and style 

2.3 adapt 

excerpts/motifs/themes 

from an existing piece of 

music by changing its feel, 

style, or underlying 

harmony 

 Link the Learning 

 Link the Learning 
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Notes 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

1.13 compare different 

interpretations or 

arrangements of a piece of 

Irish traditional or folk 

music, paying attention to 

musical elements and other 

influences 

 Link the Learning 

3.10 discuss the principles 

of music property rights and 

explain how this can impact 

on the sharing and 

publishing of music 

 Link the Learning 
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Classroom-Based Assessments (CBA)    

Classroom-Based Assessments are best described as the 

occasions when the teacher assesses the students using 

the specific tasks set out in the subject specification. The 

tasks are clearly described, as are the criteria for 

assessment to support teacher judgement. The criteria 

are found in the features of quality linked to each 

Classroom-Based Assessment. Although the assessment 

is similar to the formative assessment that occurs every 

day in class, in the case of the Classroom-Based 

Assessment the teacher’s judgement is recorded for 

Subject Learning and Assessment Review and is used in 

the school’s reporting to parents and students. 

Features of Quality (Music Specification p.30)           
The features of quality support student and teacher 

judgement of the Classroom-Based Assessments and are 

the criteria that will be used by teachers to assess the 

student work.  

Formative Assessment (Framework p.35 – 36)   

The Junior Cycle will be underpinned by the further 

integration of formative assessment as a normal part of 

teaching and learning in classrooms. Formative 

assessment involves teachers and students reflecting on 

how learning is progressing and deciding next steps to 

ensure meaningful outcomes. A vital part of formative 

assessment is the feedback that teachers provide to their 

students. Through a range of assessment activities, the 

teacher helps the student to identify what has been 

achieved and where there is room for further learning 

and development. To facilitate the type of learning 

envisaged above, the role of the teacher and the 

dynamics of the teacher-student relationship will evolve. 

Teachers will place a greater emphasis on integrating 

assessment into their teaching, so they can better 

monitor students’ progress in learning and identify how 

they can support students to reflect on and critically 

analyse their own learning. 

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (Framework p.46)   

The JCPA will reward achievement across all areas of 

learning as applicable: Subjects, Short Courses, 

Wellbeing, Priority Learning Units, other areas of 

learning. The JCPA will draw upon and report on 

achievement across all elements of assessment including 

ongoing, formative assessment; Classroom-Based 

Assessments; and SEC grades which include results from 

the state-certified written and practical examinations. 

The JCPA will have a nationally determined format. It will 

be compiled by the school and received by students in the 

autumn following third year, when all assessment results 

from the SEC and the school are available and confirmed.  

Learning Intentions and Learning Outcomes  

(NCCA Glossary of Terms) 

Learning Intention:                                                                                                                             

A learning intention for a lesson or a series of lessons is a 

statement, created by the teacher, which describes 

clearly what the teacher wants the students to know, 

understand and be able to do as a result of the learning 

and teaching activities.  
 

Learning Outcome:                                                                           

Learning outcomes are statements in the curriculum 

specifications to describe the knowledge, understanding, 

skills and values students should be able to demonstrate 

after a period of learning. 
  
Subject Learning and Assessment Review (SLAR) 

(Framework p.39-40)                                                                             

 In Subject Learning and Assessment Review meetings, 

teachers will share and discuss samples of their 

assessments of student work and build a common 

understanding about the quality of student learning. Each 

Subject Learning and Assessment Review meeting will be 

subject-specific and will focus on the Classroom-Based 

Assessments undertaken by the particular year group. 

 

Success Criteria  

Success criteria are linked to learning intentions. They 

are developed by the teacher and/or the student and 

describe what success looks like. They help the teacher 

and student to make judgements about the quality of 

student learning. 
  
Summative Assessment  

Assessment is summative when it is used to evaluate 

student learning at the end of the instructional process or 

a period of learning. The purpose is to summarise the 

students’ achievements and to determine whether and to 

what degree the students have demonstrated 

understanding of that learning by comparing it against 

agreed success criteria or features of quality. 

Unit of Learning              

A unit of learning links learning outcomes which clearly 

set out what the students should know, understand, 

and be able to do as a result of the learning and 

teaching activities within that unit

GLOSSARY OF TERMS  



 

Acronyms Explained 

 
AOIC – Association of Irish 
Choirs 

CBA – Classroom Based 
Assessment 

DES – Department of Education 
and Skills 

DLT – Digital Learning 
Technologies 

IMRO – Irish Music Rights 
Organisation 

JCPA – Junior Cycle Profile of 
Achievement 

JCSP – Junior Certificate School 
Programme 

JCT – Junior Cycle for Teachers 

L1LP – Level 1 Learning 
Programme 

L2LP – Level 2 Learning 
Programme 

LAOS – Looking at our Schools 
2016 

NCCA – National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment 

NIPT – National Induction 
Programme for Teachers 

NQT – Newly Qualified Teacher 

OAL – Other Areas of Learning 

PDST – Professional 
Development Service for 
Teachers 

PLE – Professional Learning 
Experiences 

PPMTA – Post-primary Music 
Teachers’ Association 

SEC – State Examinations 
Commission 

SLAR – Subject Learning and 
Assessment Review 

SOL – Statements of Learning 

SSE – School Self-Evaluation 
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Digital Learning Technologies utilised today include … 

DLT Application 

Padlet Can capture the student voice instantly, provide a 
platform for effective feedback and organise the 
collective ideas of a group 

QR Codes When sharing links to online resources QR codes 
make it easy. Works with any device that has a 
camera (may need an additional app to work) 

Videoscribe Communicate your message as if it was being hand 
drawn in front of you 

MuseScore Prepare and present your music scores using this 
multiplatform tool (PC or Mac) and hear it played 
back immediately. Supports most forms of notation 
and TAB 

iMovie (Mac/iPad) or 
Windows Movie 
Maker (PC) 

Easily crop/edit your videos and add text, 
animations or music to them 

 

 

 

 

Contact details 

Administrative Office:      Director’s Office: 
Monaghan Ed. Centre,      LMETB, 
Armagh Road,        Chapel Street, 
Monaghan.        Dundalk 
www.metc.ie  

      

For all queries please contact    info@jct.ie 

 

Follow us on Twitter  

@JCforTeachers 

@JctMusicEdu    

Website: www.jct.ie 

 

 

 

mailto:info@jct.ie
http://www.jct.ie/
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