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Junior 
Cycle 

History Action V

 
1.2 consider contentious or controversial issues in history 
from more than one perspective and discuss the historical 
roots of a contentious or controversial issue or theme in the 
contemporary world 

 

Acquiring  
the big  
picture 

Working  

with  

evidence 

 

The 
History 

of Ireland  
 

2.7 investigate the 
causes, course and 
consequences, 
nationally and 
internationally, of the 
Great Famine, and 
examine the 
significance of the 
Irish Diaspora 

Developing  

historical  

consciousnes 
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First-year History Learning Experience Sample -Timelines 
Learning outcomes in focus:  These are the learning outcomes from the unit of learning that the students 
were given the opportunity to demonstrate, all or in part, in the learning experience design. 

Students will be able to... 
1.10 demonstrate chronological awareness by creating and maintaining timelines to locate    
personalities, issues and events in their historical eras.   
1.5 Investigate the job of the historian, including how s/he finds and uses evidence to form historical 
judgements which may be revised and reinterpreted in the light of new evidence.   
1.6 debate the usefulness and limitations of different types of primary and secondary sources of 
historical evidence, such as written, visual, aural, oral and tactile evidence; and appreciate the 
contribution of archaeology and new technology to historical enquiry. 

Learning experience description:  How the students were given the opportunity to engage in and 
demonstrate their learning. 

In pairs, the students were challenged to complete a historical investigation of the time frame of their 
partner's life. 

 They interviewed each other and created a timeline of their partner's life indicating the following set 
of life events: date of birth and subsequent birthdays, starting and finishing primary school and 
starting secondary school. 

 They were then asked to identify and research the dates of significant local and world events that 
occurred in the timeframe of the years of their partner's life and add them to the timeline. 

 The students were then asked to compose a reflection note on the following: 
o Why, as a historian, did they select the local and worldwide events indicated on the timeline? 

Why are they significant? 
How easy or hard was it to find out the dates of the events? What sources of evidence did they use to make 
sure (verify) that they were accurate? 
Teaching and learning context:   
The prior knowledge and skills which formed the foundation of the learning experience 

This learning experience was designed to support first-year students in their second week of Junior Cycle 
History.  The learners had some prior knowledge of chronology from primary school and the majority had 
some experience of making some form of a timeline. The experience was designed for a 1-hour class 
period with a reflection piece for homework.  The students have internet-enabled devices in class. It was 
part of a unit of learning- ‘How does a Historian work with evidence?’ 
The learners had engaged with a prior learning experience in which they: 

 Worked with primary and secondary sources- written, visual, aural, oral and tactile 
 Learned how historians find evidence 
 Explored examples of timelines  
 Defined key concepts of chronology- order, date, scale, significance, eras, decades 

Learning Intentions: 
The intended learning for the experience that was 
clearly communicated with the students.  

Success Criteria: 
The success criteria for demonstrating reaching the 
learning intentions of the experience.   

We are learning:  
 How to create a timeline which shows the 

chronology (order of happening) of a set of 
events  

 To identify the dates of historical events and 
place them chronologically on a timeline  

 To understand how a historian finds evidence 
and makes sure it is true (accurate) 

  
 

I can:   
 ask questions and gather evidence about the 

dates of a set of events from my partner 
 create a timeline to illustrate the set of events  
 research the dates of significant local or world 

events that happened during the same time period 
 place these local and world events accurately on 

the timeline  
 explain why I chose significant local or world 

events  
 describe how I found evidence about the 

significant local or world event 
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Contact details 

Administrative Office:    Director’s Office: 

Monaghan Ed. Centre,    LMETB, 

Armagh Road,      Chapel Street, 

Monaghan.      Dundalk 

www.metc.ie  

For all queries please contact info@jct.ie 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@JCforTeachers  

@JCTHistory 

 

 

 

 

www.jct.ie 

www.juniorcycle.ie 

www.ncca.ie 

www.curriculumonline.ie 

 


